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July 24, 2017 

 

Representative Aaron Michlewitz 

Chair, Joint Committee on Financial Services 

State House, Room 254 

Boston, MA 02133 

 

Senator James B. Eldridge 

Chair, Joint Committee on Financial Services 

State House, Room 320 

Boston, MA 02133 

 

Dear Chairman Michlewitz and Chairman Eldridge: 

 

On behalf of the Massachusetts Association of Regional Planning Agencies (MARPA), I am writing to 

share our thoughts on short-term rental unit legislation. MARPA is a coalition of the 13 Regional 

Planning Agencies (RPAs) throughout the Commonwealth that aims to strengthen regionalization and 

municipal collaboration throughout Massachusetts.  

 

Governor Baker, Speaker DeLeo, Senate President Rosenberg, and even Airbnb have expressed a 

willingness to tax short-term rental units. MARPA supports statewide legislation on the issue and 

hopes that any final bill will create an opportunity for both the state and municipalities to collect 

revenue, allows for data collection and data sharing in order to inform public policy, and protects 

local zoning and other municipal ordinances, while encouraging innovation and entrepreneurship in 

the new tech economy.  

 

Given the rapid growth in this sector, we are encouraged that leaders at the State House have made 

short-term rental legislation a priority in this legislative session. It is important to remember that 

municipalities are also moving forward with regulations at the local level and will benefit from clarity 

from the state, as they work to appropriately determine how to best manage short-term rental units 

in their communities. 

 

We thank the Legislature for addressing these issues, since many of our cities and towns are 

concerned about the impact short-term rentals have in their communities and particularly their 

impact on the housing market. Additionally, MARPA believes that a tax on short-term rental units is 

also a matter of fairness to our hotel and lodging businesses and will allow for a more level playing 

field in that industry. 

 

Revenue 

MARPA supports legislation that allows the Commonwealth to impose a tax on short-term rental units 

and allows municipalities to levy an additional tax; similar to the current 5.7% hotel occupancy tax 

and 6% local tax (6.5% in Boston). We urge the legislature to allow state taxes to be remitted to the 

General Fund and local taxes go back to municipalities. MARPA would support legislative language 

that gives municipalities the authority to impose a local tax in addition to the state tax, and at a 

higher rate. We recommend that legislation build in flexibility for cities and towns to determine how 

they spend newly raised local revenue, although we would support legislation that includes language 

to encourage localities to explore investing these revenues in an array of programs and initiatives 
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that address issues like infrastructure needs, local and regional marketing and economic 

development, affordable housing, protection of environmental resources and sustainable 

development. Based on issues with the Department of Revenue’s distribution of local meals tax 

reimbursements, we urge that new local tax distribution be determined by municipal boundaries 

instead of zip codes. 

 

Data 

Many housing advocates and local housing officials from our communities have expressed concerns 

that investors are converting long-term rental units into short-term rental units and further limiting a 

constrained housing market. We believe that this is true in some municipalities across the 

Commonwealth, but it is difficult to quantify the impacts of short-term rentals without real data about 

the location of the accommodations, change in use, frequency of rental, etc. MARPA supports 

legislation that would require hosting platforms like Airbnb, VRBO, and HomeAway to share their data 

with regional planning agencies, state and municipal leaders so as to better inform local and 

regional policy decisions. 

 

Municipal Control 

MARPA recommends that any state legislation or regulation be respectful of local zoning laws and 

other municipal ordinances. While we support a statewide bill regulating short-term rentals, we want 

to ensure that municipalities do not lose control of zoning laws. The legislation should have enough 

flexibility that the diverse zoning requirements across our Commonwealth are respected, and 

specifically allows for cities and towns to impose owner-occupancy requirements on short-term rental 

units.  

 

Inspections 

Our coalition would support legislative language that requires inspections of short-term rental units 

and creates a regulatory framework for short-term rental standards, including fire and safety codes. 

MARPA supports a flexible framework for municipalities to maintain their existing safety codes and 

flexibility for municipalities to add additional safety regulations to the state’s standards. As there 

might be significant numbers of units to be inspected, the legislation should give cities and towns 

the ability to levy fees on the inspection of short-term rental units. Local inspection fees would 

provide municipalities with critical revenue to carry out the additional work of inspecting short-term 

rental units and ensuring that they are up to code.  

 

Thank you for your consideration of this letter. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 

contact me at 413-781-6045 or via email at tbrennan@pvpc.org.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
Tim Brennan 

MARPA President/Treasurer 

Executive Director, Pioneer Valley Planning Commission 
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cc: Speaker Robert A. DeLeo  

Senate President Stanley C. Rosenberg 

 Chairman Jeffrey Sánchez 

 Chairwoman Karen E. Spilka 

 Representative Jay R. Kaufman 

Senator Michael D. Brady 

 Senator Eric P. Lesser 


