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Hi Mary Jo, 

 

I hope you are well. I am writing as a member of the Short-Term Rentals subcommittee -- I 

know you have an interest in the issue and came to our Nov. 14 session and also sent follow ups 

to Gwen. 

 

I am writing with an info question -- 

 

Do you have any info/data that tracks the quality of "housing availability" in Lenox. 

 

As in: Do we have a lot of inventory -- or... what? I am presuming there is some measure you use 

in your industry to assess whether availability is good, bad, or middling. When I worked in the 

auto industry, we had "day's supply" to measure inventory available. 

 

Relatedly, probably not inventory in the million dollar range. Housing for more regular people. 

One commenter said he knew multiple families looking to move to Lenox looking for houses in 

the 300-500K range.  

 

The question came up recently, and I am trying to find out whether there is an answer.... 

 

If you have any info to contribute -- that would be great. 

 

Many thanks! Pam 
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to me 

 
 

Yes there is....and I am attaching a list of all residential homes for sale up to $750,000 and the total is 23, 
which is very very low for Lenox.  Typically the total # of homes averages between 50-75 (not including 
condominiums) at the height of the season.  But even for a slow time of the season, this is a very low 
number.  Inventory in general is way down. 
 
I'm curious why this issue is so hard to resolve in Lenox.  The way I see it, zoning is to protect 
neighborhoods, and if you are going to rent your house or parts of your house, short term, you are a 
commercial venture and it should not be allowed in a residential zone.  We have historically not allowed 



Bed & Breakfasts in a residential zone without a variance, so why are we even considering allowing Air B 
& Bs in a residential zone? We already have zoning in place which regulates this stuff....we just don't 
have anyone enforcing it.  Allowing it will forever change the environment of a neighborhood...you won't 
know who your neighbors are, you won't know if it's safe for your kids to run free in the neighborhood, 
there will be an increased amount of traffic and parking on the street. It's just not conducive to a 
neighborhood setting.  If people want to do Air B&B or any kind of short term rentals, they should be in 
the commercial district or try to get a variance, based upon current zoning.  Why reinvent the wheel?    
 
Sorry to interject my 2 cents....but I think it's a slippery slope that will negatively impact the Town and its 
neighborhoods.  Let me know if you need any other info on housing inventory (and I'll try to keep my 
mouth shut!!). :). MJ 
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