
Fwd: A quick update 
Inbox x 

 
Thomas Werman <stonoverfarm@aol.com> 
 

Mar 7 (2 
days ago) 

 

 

 

 

to me, suky 

 
 

 

Hi Tom – 
  
Please forward this to:- pkueber@gmail.com who is the chair of the short term rentals sub committee of 
Lenox Planning Board. 
Your comments should be part of their total feedback collected… 
  
Scott 
  
  
Scott M Shortt 
203-430-5978 
scott@scottshortt.com 
  
From: Thomas Werman <stonoverfarm@aol.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, March 06, 2018 11:36 AM 
To: innkeeper@brookfarm.com; innkeeper@birchwood-
inn.com; stan@hamptonterrace.com; tsmccaffery@gmail.com; amyrookwood@me.com; Scott Shortt 
<Scott@scottshortt.com>; appletreeinn@roadrunner.com; innkeeper@summerwhitehouse.com; frontdes
k@gatewaysinn.com 
Subject: Re: A quick update 
  
With my up and down health issues I'm afraid I may miss most of the meaty meetings. 
I'm certain this has all been covered, but just so I'm sure I make myself clear -- 
  

Airbnb's make money from paying guests. 
Their property is taxed at a residential rate. 
Mine is taxed at a higher commercial rate. 
  

I must have a certan number of accredited exits and firewalls and fire escapes,  
which cost tens of thousands of dollars to create. 
They must have nothing. 
  

I must have a certain number of fire extinguishers and EXIT signs. 
They must have nothing. 
  

I must have regulation - width steps and stairways. 
They must have nothing. 
  

I must have a minimum number of smoke and heat detectors and pay for them to be 
inspected annually. 
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They do not. 
These inspections cost us over $2500 per year. 
  

I must have a license to prepare food for my paying guests. There is a dollar cost for the 
license and for 
the class that teaches you how to obtain said license.. 
They need no licenses. 
  

I must have an Allergen Awareness certificate. A dollar cost and a purchased class for 
this too. 
They need no food allergy knowledge. 
My kitchen needs to be equipped with a 3-bay stainless steel sink. 
Their kitchens have no requirements at all. 
  

I must have refrigerators and microwaves and dishwashers that store, heat and clean 

food and dishware at specific prescribed temperatures. 
They do not. 
  

I must enetertain building inspections and health inspections and fire / safety 
inspections and pay for the privilege of having these inspections 

They do not. 
  

I collect tens of thousands of dollars in lodging taxes for the state and for the Town of 
Lenox. 
They don't collect a penny outside of what they keep for themselves. 
  

I have to report every penny my establishment earns. 
They don't have to report anything if that's their choice. 
  

I have to provide information for town, state and federal corporate filing forms. And pay 
to do so. 
They have to provide nothing. 
  

I have to provide the town assessor a  list and the value of property owned by the B&B. 
They have to provide nothing. 
  

I have to pay thousands a year for Workmen's Comp. 
They have to insure and protect no one. 
  

I have to contribute to the state Unemployment Fund. 
They contribute nothing. 
  

Our establishment is limited annually by the Town of Lenox to a specific number of 
events - 
paid or unpaid. 
They have no limits on anything -- paid or unpaid. 
  

I can have no business in my establishment other than lodging. 



They can do basically anything they can get away with. 
  

Every penny my establishment makes is accounted for to the Town of Lenox, the Sate 
DOR and the IRS. 
If they want, they can have an all-cash operation and account for nothing. 
  
  

In short, compel them to register as a business, raise their tax rates and 
impose all existing regulations 

and requirements, or shut them down. 
 

Thanks 

  

Tom Werman 

Stonover Farm 

  

 


